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Vice Construction handles coastal Mississippi’s utility work with Grove GMK5250XL-1

· The company purchased the pre-owned crane to support its work at substation and transmission projects along the Gulf Coast.
· The crane’s transportability was a key factor, as jobsites in the region can be tricky to access and are often waterlogged.

Hurricane Frederic struck the coast of Mississippi in 1979. The powerful category 4 hurricane caused significant damage. It was the most expensive hurricane to hit the U.S. at the time, with damages estimated at $2.3 billion. To help manage the cleanup and enable the state to rebuild its energy infrastructure, Diane and Jimmy Vice launched Vice Construction.

The company remains strong 46 years later, continuing to enable power transmission for the region. Based in Moss Point, about 30 miles west of Mobile, the company has added a new generation with Lee and Jereamy Vice joining the fold. For years, the family-owned company has enjoyed a successful relationship with Jeff Martin Auctioneers, from which it recently acquired its pre-owned Grove GMK5250XL-1.

The crane has already supported several power projects. It lifted 75 USt transformers inside a live substation and picked up rail engines for a Mississippi railroad company. It has removed 100 ft transmission poles and set new ones, lifting them over live powerlines at 30 ft – 50 ft in the air.

“We’ve been doing this work for nearly 50 years, and we know what kind of crane we need to get the job done efficiently,” said Jimmy, vice president of Vice Construction. “We’re often working in tough spots — live substations, soft ground, remote locations — and this crane handles it all. The Grove gives us the strength, control, and flexibility to keep powering Mississippi.” 

The GMK5250XL-1 puts power and performance to work with a 300 USt capacity, 257.5 ft, eight-section main boom, and 58.4 ft swingaway with jib and/or boom insert. It utilizes a VIAB turbo retarder clutch, which enables wear-free starting and braking, and a single-engine concept that consumes less fuel. Once on the jobsite, the crane can be moved while carrying its full counterweight of 88.15 USt, so it doesn’t have to be reset with different counterweight configurations for other lifts.

Vice Construction also has multiple Manitowoc crawler cranes in its fleet, including two Manitowoc 4000s, a Manitowoc 4100, a Manitowoc 12000, and a Manitowoc 16000. The certified pre-owned Grove GMK5250XL-1 replaces the company’s previous Grove all-terrain crane, with significant upgrades in reach, capacity, and operation with the CCS crane control system.

“We have used Manitowoc and Grove cranes for decades, and this newest addition is already proving its worth. It’s reliable, easy to move, and lets us get on and off the jobsite quickly,” Jereamy said. “It gives us the reach and control we need in challenging conditions.”

To learn more about the Grove GMK5250XL-1 click here. 
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ABOUT THE MANITOWOC COMPANY, INC. 
The Manitowoc Company was founded in 1902 and has over a 120-year tradition of providing high-quality, customer-focused products and aftermarket support services to its markets. Manitowoc is one of the world's leading providers of engineered lifting solutions. Manitowoc, through its wholly owned subsidiaries, designs, manufactures, markets, distributes, and supports comprehensive product lines of mobile hydraulic cranes, lattice-boom crawler cranes, boom trucks, and tower cranes under the Aspen Equipment, Grove, Manitowoc, MGX Equipment Services, National Crane, Potain, and Shuttlelift brand names. 
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