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· The Grove GRT655 is helping build the base of two buildings for the Riverwalk Project in Philadelphia, and one of B. Pietrini and Sons’ Potain tower cranes will construct the upper levels. 
· This Grove rough-terrain crane’s maneuverability and compact footprint made it ideal for this narrow job site.

B. Pietrini and Sons, based in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, added a Grove GRT655 to its fleet to complete the Riverwalk Project in Philadelphia. The rough terrain crane is helping construct the first few levels of a 28-story and a 32-story residential building. The GRT655 will be onsite through the completion of the first four floors of the two buildings. 

Fran Pietrini, CEO of B. Pietrini and Sons, said that the compact footprint of the crane along with its maneuverability would enable the company to deploy the GRT655 on this and other job sites in the future. He explained that the GRT655’s compact size was a big selling point compared to other cranes in the class. Even with the outriggers fully extended the compact footprint ensures that the crane can operate on narrow sites, like the Riverwalk Project. 

The small footprint wasn’t the only selling point of the GRT655. “The crane operators love the tilt cab,” Pietrini said. “It’s a lot more comfortable and the 20-degree tilt enables them to see exactly where they are placing loads, especially when the boom is at a high angle, which helps improve our job site visibility.”

The concrete construction company uses the crane to assist with the form work and set the reinforcing steel. It also utilizes the crane to lift the cement bucket to exactly where it is needed, making the job site more efficient. The GRT655 features a 114 ft boom and a 55 USt lifting capacity. 

The GRT655 is not the only Manitowoc crane on the job site. While it will help build the base of the two buildings, B. Pietrini and Sons is deploying its Potain MR 608 luffing jib tower crane to help complete the upper levels of the two structures.

Pietrini credited Darin D’Ascanio, a sales representative with Stephenson Equipment, Inc., Pennsylvania’s Grove, Manitowoc, National Crane and Potain dealer, with helping them purchase the best crane for its fleet. “This newer model outperforms other models in the class,” D’Ascanio said. “The features of this crane are exceptional, knowing what kind of jobs Pietrini performs ensured that they could maximize the GRT655’s utilization.”

The project kicked off around October of 2018 and is expected to be complete in 2020.
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ABOUT THE MANITOWOC COMPANY, INC. 
The Manitowoc Company, Inc. (“Manitowoc”) was founded in 1902 and has over a 116-year tradition of providing high-quality, customer-focused products and support services to its markets and its 2018 net sales were approximately $1.8 billion. Manitowoc is one of the world's leading providers of engineered lifting solutions. Manitowoc, through its wholly-owned subsidiaries, designs, manufactures, markets, and supports comprehensive product lines of mobile telescopic cranes, tower cranes, lattice-boom crawler cranes, and boom trucks under the Grove, Manitowoc, National Crane, Potain, Shuttlelift and Manitowoc Crane Care brand names.
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